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ADOG 

(ASSOCIAnON OF DOG OWNERS GROUP) 

The Straight Poop
 

Spring 2007 Issue 

LETTER FROM THE PRESIDENT 

I would like to first take this opportunity to welcome our new members to ADOG. 
Our goal this year was to increase our membership and thanks to all of you new mem­
bers that has been accomplished. Our primary goal as a non-profit group is the health 
and welfare of our dogs and to help the town of Fountain Hills maintain and improve 
our off leash facility. Our major goal over the past years has been to have lights in­
stalled in our park. I'm happy to report that the town has just recently put the lighting 
contract out for bid. So hopefully we will see the new lights installed before the end 
of summer. Once the lights are installed the new park hours will be from 6 AM to 9 
PM. ADOG has also donated five new metal benches at a cost of $2,800 that will be 
installed by volunteers under the existing shade structures. We hope to receive these 
benches and have them installed late in May. We are limited to what we can do in the 
way of improvements until the town has completed the major improvements as shown 
in Phase I of the new master plan. We are hoping to see all of this happen within the 
next few years. 

We recently received a very generous grant of$5,000 from Mr. and Mrs. Donald F. 
Hastings Family Fund of The Cleveland Foundation. This grant was made possible 
through the efforts of their daughter and park patron, Ms. Leslie Hastings. Leslie and 
her fiance Van Peterson are the proud owners of Emma, Mike and Shasta. These 
funds have helped to purchase the new benches and the remainder will be used as part 
of our general park improvement fund. This donation is greatly appreciated by all of 
us who use the park, both two and four legged. I must also say that this is the largest 
single donation in the history ofADOG! 

We have reserved Fountain Park for a major ADOG event "Paws Around the Foun­
tain" scheduled for Sunday April 6, 2008. We will be working very closely with a 
prominent valley dog rescue organization, PACC 911 (pacc911.org). This event will 
be to help raise funds for many of the dog rescue groups in the valley. To accomplish 
an event of this magnitude we are going to need some dedicated volunteers to help 
with the various committees that will be required to put on a successful and fun event. 
As our planning moves forward with this event we will be providing you with more 
information. 

Please give some thought to joining our board of directors at the end of the current 
boards term in November. I'm sure that several our current board members will be 
ready to move on when November arrives. So if you enjoy the park and it's patrons I 
think you would find this volunteer work to be very rewarding and also even fun at 
times! 

Jerry Wise 
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SNAKE PROOF YOUR DOG... Fr o m R;o Ve rd. K9 [Thh c rf i c le Ihst I~.L I 
appeared in The Rio Verde Horseman Association's newsletter on June, 2005] ~ 

Kg Snake Proofing 
"Snake proofing" is an inaccurate term for what 
the dog actually is taught at a snake proofing 
session. Snake avoidance is a more accurate 
term. We are also making the assumption that 
we are talking about pit vipers (rattlesnakes) 
which, with the exception of the coral snake, are 
the only snakes that are harmful to dogs in 
Arizona. What the dog is actually learning is to 
recognize a snake by sight, sound and hopefully, 
scent, and that the snake is something to leave 
alone. 

The vast majority of dogs get themselves into 
trouble when involved with snakes through their 
own curiosity. Snakes do not actively seek out a 
dog to bite. A dog is much too big for a snake to 
hunt and as far as the snake is concerned they 
are in danger of being eaten themselves. They 
rattle at the dog and try to move away, all of 
which actively attracts the dog. The dog goes in 
to investigate what is going on and in the 
process is bit in the face. While I do not have an 
exact figure, I can easily say that of the people I 
have had discussions with, that this is where 
most the dogs have been bitten. I can only think 
of two cases where the dog was bit any place 
other then the face. In one of the cases the dog 
was bit 3 times, twice in the face and once in the 
chest. That dog also killed the snake in a long 
battle which makes it the exception to the rule. 
The other case the dog was bitten on the front 
foot and had probably unknowingly stepped on 
the snake. 

What generally happens is the dog hears or sees 
a snake which is minding its own business. The 
dog goes in to check it out and is bitten in the 
face Curiosity kills more then the cat in th is 
case. 

What can we do to prevent this? First we must 
get rid of the curiosity factor and teach the dog to 
understand that the snake is a bad thing and to 
leave it alone. 

So how do we do this? We build a negative 
association with the snake through the use of an 
electronic collar. The dog is allowed to "discover" 
the snakes on their own, in a controlled 
environment with the snakes safely kept in a 
double walled cage. The dog is naturally 
attracted to the sound snakes make and sight of 
their movement. Some dogs will also investigate 
this "discovery" by trying to smell it as well. This 
is where the "hopefully" comes in from earlier. 
Not all dogs naturally use their nose to invest­
igate, some breeds have very poor scenting 
ability like bulldogs or rely on sight like the 

greyhound. 

When the dog is completely focused on the 
snake, they are given an electric shock. Dogs 
learn by association, so what ever they are 
doing at the time of the correction, to them, is 
the source of the electric shock. Depending 
upon which study you read, dogs have any­
where from 1/10 to just over 1 second of asso­
ciation to an event, with most experts putting it 
at about 1/2 a second. So timing is everything. 
Correction must be given at the exact instance 
that the dog is focused on the snake. 

Once the dog understands that the snake is 
what caused the electrical shock, we then build 
an avoidance reaction. We do this by exposing 
the dog to the snake and giving a smaller shock 
every time the dog looks at the snake. As soon 
as the dog realizes that even the sight of a 
snake will get him a correction he is done train­
ing. 

Finally we test to see if the dog understands 
everything we want him to. We take him for a 
short walk which allows him to calm down from 
the stress we have just put him through. We 
evaluate how he walks with the handler. If he 
calms down and is walking nicely on leash, we 
can ascertain that he has not related the event 
to the handler and the handler is not the source 
of the correction. We then walk him by a sec­
ond cage with snakes in it. 

As soon as the dog realizes there are snakes in 
the area it should show an avoidance reaction. 
The dog should move away from the snake but 
all dogs are different like all people are differ­
ent. Some dogs will run, dragging the handler 
along behind. Some dogs will move to the op­
posite side of the handler, putting the handler 
between them and the snake. These dogs have 
usually had a lot of obedience and are moving 
to a "safe place" next to the handler. Then there 
is also the dog that does the "ostrich head in 
the sand". They know the snake is there but do 
not even look in the snakes direction. We know 
they realize it is there by watching the ears and 
other body language. While all these reactions 
are different, they are all acceptable. What we 
absolutely do not want is that dog to move to­
wards the snake once they realize it is there. 
Moving towards the snake means the dog 
doesn't understand the training they just went 
through. 

So what do you do if, in spite of all this, your 
dog still gets bitten? Seek immediate medical 
help. There are a number of 24 hour emer­
gency vet clinics, find out where they are and 
know how to get there. A snake bite is not gen­

erally immediately fatal. Usually what first hap­
pens is there will be an enormous amount of 
swelling in the bite area. This swelling can 
close off the airway and cause suffocation. This 
swelling usually happens within 4 hours of the 
initial bite. Then over the course of 

weeks tissue where the venom has perfused 
will die and sluff off This area is extremely 
prone to infection and gangrene. There is rare 
situation where it is possible for the venom to 
be injected directly in to a vein. In this case the 
venom would travel directly to the heart and 
death can be almost instantaneous. So in a 
strange sort of way we are lucky that most dogs 
are bitten in the face as there are no major 
veins in the face & snout area leading back to 
the heart. That is why it is rare that a dog dies 
as a direct cause from a snake bite. 

The snake proofing training is only effective if 
your dog knows that the snake is there. From 
personal experience I have seen dogs that I 
know are 100% snake proofed miss seeing 
snakes that just lay there quietly not moving or 
rattling. But snakes don't always rattle before 
striking. In this case the anti-venom inoculation 
is their best protection. 

In the past several years a new anti-venom 
inoculation has come out on the market. It has 
really hit the market big this year with a number 
of vets now recommending it. The shot is 
cheap (about $20 each) and is supposed to be 
the equivalent of 1 or 2 vials of anti-venom in 
the treatment of a snake bite (anti-venom is 
$200 and up per vial assuming the vet has a 
stock on hand). Treatment for a snakebite usu­
ally runs between $800 to $3,000 dollars de­
pending on the number of vials of anti-venom 
needed and the time spent at the vets office. 

So as a dog owner and trainer I personally 
recommend taking every possible precaution. 
snake proof my dogs and I get them the anti­
venom inoculation. This way I know I have 
done everything I can do to protect them. 

www.rioverdek9.com 

Michael Wiederhold of Rio Verde K9 has snake­
proofed over 1000 dogs in the past 7 years. He is 
currently a member of SONORAN Search and 
Rescue as a K9 handler. His dog, Wicca is a state 
certified cadaver dog and is also certified through 
NASAR (National Association of Search and 
Rescue) as a SARTech 3 Wilderness K9 and 
HHI) K9. He can be reached at 480-471-7499 for 
questions regarding snake-proofing and obedi­
ence training. 
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National Pet Week 

May 6 - 12,2007 

Pets have profound af­
fects on the lives of their 
human owners. They pro­
vide us with love, endless 
hours of companionship, 
and wonderful relation­
ships that help fill our 
lives. National Pet Week 
is a celebration of those 
relationships. 

Being a pet owner is not 
just fun and games Be­
ing a responsible pet 
owner requires that your 
pet's health is properly 
cared for. Make sure to 
talk with your veterinarian 
about your particular 
situation. 

About National Pet 
Week. National Pet 
Week was jointly founded 
in 1981 by the American 
Veterinary Medical Asso­
ciation (AVMA) and the 
Auxiliary to the AVMA, 
and is now widely cele­
brated throughout the 
United States and other 
parts of the world. In 
2007, the week will be 
observed May 6-12. Each 
year, its goals are: to pro­
mote responsible pet 
ownership, celebrate the 
human-animal bond, and 
promote public aware­
ness of veterinary medi­
cine. 

PET TRAVEL - Planning and Preparation 
Planning and preparation are necessary when traveling with family pets. Consider 
whether your pet is comfortable when traveling. Some animals, like some people, 
function better in familiar surroundings. A car-sick animal can make a trip miserable 
for everyone. Some ill or physically impaired dogs and cats cannot withstand the 
rigors of travel. If this is the case, discuss options such as using a reliable pet-sitter 
or a clean, well-managed boarding facility with your veterinarian. 

If you will be staying with friends along the way, be considerate. Find out in ad­
vance if the pet is welcome. The same goes for hotels, motels, parks, and camp­
grounds. Always check whether pets are allowed or kennel facilities are available. If 
the pet must be left alone in a hotel room, place a "Do Not Disturb" sign on the door 
and inform the maid and the front desk. Consider bringing along a portable kennel 
for use in hotel rooms or the homes of friends or relatives who are not comfortable 
with your pet loose when no one is home. 

A few general tips apply whether you travel by car or plane. Be sure your pet is 
properly identified with a current tag and/or a microchip. Grooming (bathing, comb­
ing, trimming nails) before a trip, plus having its favorite food, toy(s), and dishes 
available will make your pet more comfortable. Have both proof of rabies vaccina­
tion and a current health certificate with you when crossing state or international 
borders. 

Before undertaking any trip, consult your veterinarian to be sure that all required 
vaccinations are up-to-date and to receive a health certificate within ten days of 
travel. 

_Additional Pet Travel and Health Tips 

.. When traveling by car, pack a simple pet first-aid kit that includes assorted bandages, anti­
septic cream, an antidiarrheal medication that is safe for pets (ask your veterinarian to sug­
gest a product), gauze squares, and the phone numbers of your veterinarian, a national poi­
son control hotline, a 24-hour emergency vet hospital. 

.. In addition to a standard identification tag (which should be labe led with your name, home 
address and phone number), your pet's collar should include a travel tag with information on 
where you are staying while away from home. Should your pet become lost, this will allow 
you to be contacted locally. 

.. Perform a daily "health check" on your pet when away from home. In unfamiliar surround­
ings, your pet's appetite, energy, and disposition may change. Watch for unusual discharges 
from the nose and eyes, excessive scratching or biting of any body part, abnormal elimina­
tion, or excessive water consumption. Visit a local veterinarian if you are concerned about 
any physical or behavioral changes. 

For more Information and helpful tips on traveling with your pet 
http://airconsumer.ost.dot.gov/reports/ and www.aphis.usda.govlaclpetravel.html 

This information has been prepared as a service by tile American Veterinary Medical Association Redistribution is acceptable, but tile docu­
ment's original content and format must be maintained, and its source must be prominently identified. AVMA Brochure "What you should 
know about rraveling wilh your pet" Apri! 2005 (v.I.O) 
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PET FOOD INFOftMATION: WWW.AVMA.ORG 

The recent rash of pet-food recalls has animal lovers petrified that just feeding their pets might harmthem. Keeping up with the latest 
on the pet-food frontcan be difficult. The American Veterinary Medical Association has dedicated a big portion of its Web site to help­
ing pet owners sort out everything from what brands were recalled and why, to providing a primer on homemadepet food. Check out: 
www.avma.org 

I Tom McPheron March 20, 20071 
Phone: 847-285-6781 
Cell: 773-494-5419 
e-mail: tmcpheron@avma.org 

Homemade Pet Food Requires Study of Nutrition, AVMA Warns 

- With a wide variety of pet food brands being recalled leaving many pet food 
aisles vacant, pet owners may choose to try making dinner for Fluffy them­
selves But how easy is it to cook a nutritious menu for your pet at home? 

In fact, there are a number of people who do cook food for their pets at home on 
a regular basis, but the American Veterinary Medical Association warns that it is 
not always easy to make a healthy meal for your dog or cat. Pets have complex 
nutritional needs that are unique to their species, age and other factors, and any 
changes to a pet's diet could cause intestinal upset, particularly a change as 
significant as switching from commercial to home-cooked food. 

Dr. Tony Buffington, DVM, PhD., an Ohio State University College of Veterinary 
Medicine professor of clinical sciences, said that for pet owners who are having 
trouble finding acceptable pet food during a recall, recipes are available for 
home-cooked food for dogs and cats online and in many books. "These recipes 
are all generally fine, but certainly home-cooked diets are not created with the 
care that these commercial pet foods are," Dr. BUffington explained. 
"Commercial pet foods for dogs and cats are designed by Ph.D. nutritionists. 
There are very few humans that have diets that are designed by Ph.D. nutrition­
ists" 

Before making any changes to a pet's diet consult with your veterinarian. For 
more information about pet food recalls, visit the American Veterinary Medical 
Association Web site at www.avma.org. 

The AVMA, founded in 1863, is one of the oldest and largest veterinary medical organizations 
in the world. More than 75,000 member veterinarians are engaged in a wide variety ofprofes­

sional activities. AVMA members are dedicated to advancing the science and art of veteri­
nary medicine including its relationship to public health and agriculture. Visit the AVMA Web 
site at www.avma.org to learn more about veterinary medicine and animal care and to access 

up-to-date information on the association's issues, policies and activities. 
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GOOD FOR HUMANS-NOT FOR 
PETS? 

Many foods that are pe"&C;~ly safe fo... h"mans could be 
hannful or potentialtydead'y to dogs and cats. To be safe, 

keep the following food Items out of your pets' menu: 

CHOCOLATE YEAST DOUGH FATTY FOODS 

MACADAMIA NUTS ALCOHOL TEA SALT 

GARLIC ONIONS COFFEE GROUNDS 

"Dogs have a way of finding theAVOCADO GRAPES/RAISINS 
people who need them ... " 

XYLITOL IN CHEWING GUM,CANDY,BREATHFRESHEMERS 
Thorn Jones 

"A door is what a dog is per­

petually on the wrong side of."
 

Ogden Nash
 
A READER GNA WS ON SOME TREATS. . ... ~~ 

I'm a fan of DOGFANCY but recently picked up a new-to-me April issue of 
"I know love. 1 had a dog."

BARk. magazine while in PetSmart It is issue #41 which means they've been around awhile 

so I'm surprised not to have seen it before now. Published in CA, many good detailed articles, Beth Brown 
great pictures and you can even submit your own dog pix for consideration. Subscriptions I..-~------------"" 

are $18 per year. You might want to check it out It is good enough to get my subscription dol­

lars. 

Saw a dog trainer on OPRAH the other day and was impressed. Her 

book is THE LOVED DOG and she is Tamar 

Geller. Read an excerpt online at Barnes & No­
Meaty Loaf - Submitted by Joe Go/db/att, co-ownerble.com. She gives good advice and uses loving 

training methods. B&N even had some used copies ofBone Appetit 

at afew $ savings. 

3 pounds ground beef 

Want some great chuckles? Read a nifty 
2 carrots grated 

book by veterinary instructor, J. Veronica Kik­

levich. It is at the Library and the title gmbbed 2 stalks celery, finely chopped 

me: REAL PEOPLE DON'T OWN MON­
1 cup cooked brown rice 

KEYS. This one is for all ages. 
Mix all ingredients together, mold into a loaf and bake in a 350-degree 

oven for 1-112 hours. 
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Brain Boosters 

Doggies --~ 
Q) The dog named Jam is heavier than the dog named 
Jelly. Copper weighs more than Brandy but less than 

A Day at the Park 
Created by Puzzlemaker at DiscoverySchool.com 

Pumpkin. Brandy weighs more than Jelly. Pumpkin 
T H N U E E B T 0 E y S R R G weights less than Jam. 

K E F A I L E 0 M Q c D 0 E R list the dogs in the order of their weights, starting with 
R y N L M R G I X H S C 0 K A the heaviest. 

C U L N R R T A N E G E A C S Walking the Dogs 
U 0 N I I Y E A E L R P R 0 S 

Q) A group of kids got together and started a dog­
C V E N A S U B E B E T B C Z walking business. They got lots of clients right away,
K R C L I Z B A 0 Y Y R A U 0 so that when they all walked their dogs together, there 
Q R P B E N S A S 0 H Y L R H were twelve heads and forty legs. How many kids and 
K U N R 0 H G E L A 0 T S X W how many dogs were out walking? 

L W 0 B R E T A W L U I H Q u Animals in Hiding 
S H E E P 0 0 G P 0 N I E P U Q) There is an animal hiding in each sentence below. 
U B 0 G N I P P A Y 0 R P A Z Can you find the animals? Example: There's a bee in 
0 E S E R T V I S T A H A F P "I'll be eleven next month." Hint: You'll have to look in 

three works to find some of the animals.P 0 0 D L E Z F y K W B R J N 
P U K T E R E G I 0 B P 0 S J 

1. We can go at six o'clock. 
Find the following words in the above puzzle. 

2. It's nice to do good deeds.They may be up, down, backwards, forwards or 
diagonal 3. Take soap and a towel. 

4. Most rich people wear fancy clothes. BEAGLE PLAYTIME 
BOXER POODLE 5. You can keep the watch or sell it. 
COCKER RUNNING 
COLLIE SCHNAUZER 6. Use a ladder. 
DESERT VISTA SHEEPDOG 7. It will be a rainy day
DOBERMAN SHEPARD 
GRASS TENNIS BALL 8. I came late. 
GREYHOUND WATER BOWL 

9. Tell me if I should start now. LABRADOR TERRIER 
LEASH YAPPING 10. Will a map help you? 

DOG FUNNIES 
ewell (0 ~ :LjS!J (6 :Iawe::> (8 :Jeaq (L :,eas (9 .ssrou (9 :ll::>PjSO (p .epuad (£ :60p (c: :je06 (~ - bUIPIH UIslew!u'\f (V 

sPili 17 sallealjellj pue '(pasu suo AIUO sell auoAJalla sours) G~ WOJJ 8 peJjqns 's60p 8 are aJallj oss60p oi ouoisq isnui jellj s6al JO sued 
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2007ADOG Membership/Donation Form 
ADOG (Association of Dog Owners Group) 
PO Box 17134 

A non-profit organization Fountain Hills, AZ 85269-7134 
www.adog.org 

) New Member ( ) Contribution 

Name(s): 

Address: 

City, State, Zip 

Home Phone: 

Mobile/Cell Phone: 

Work Phone: 

Fax:
 

E-mail Address:
 

Names(s) and Breed of Dog(s):
 

Is/are your dog(s) licensed?
 
(Your dog must have a valid license prior to using the Dog Park)
 

Would you like your contact information shared with other ADOG members and/or affiliations? ( ) Yes ( ) No 
Privacy Statement: ADOG will not release member information without your permission. 

Annual Membership is $20.00 
One of the primary purposes of ADOG is to raise funds for improvements to the Desert Vista Off-leash Dog Park in 
Fountain Hills. If you would like to make an additional contribution, it would be greatly appreciated! Working with the 
Town of Fountain Hills Parks & Recreation Dept., our 2007 fundraising focus will be for general park improvements. 

) Annual Membership $ 20.00 
) Additional Contribution * $

-----'----­

Total Amount Enclosed $ 
(Make your checks payable to ADOG) 

~~~~~~~ 

ADOG is a 501(c)(3) non-profit organization. It is our understanding that all donations are 100% tax deductible. 
However, you should first consult with your own tax advisor. Your cancelled check is your receipt. 
* A receipt will be mailed acknowledging additional contributions only if requested. 

Volunteers: ADOG wouldn't exist without volunteers. We have ongoing maintenance issues and many projects and 
programs throughout the year. We hope that you will be able to help out. Please check any of the following committees 
that you might be interested in so that we can contact you. 

General: 
) Fundraising ) Adopt-a-Street 
) Membership ) Park Maintenance 

Thank you!
 
From the 2007 Board IOIf Directors:
 

Jerry Wise - President, Linda Read - Vice President, Ruby Moreno- Treasurer, David Elson - Secretary;
 
Delina Dixanto, Barbara Langston, Larry Kirchner, Jean Hughes and Jennifer Thompson
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THE NEWSLETTER
 

GOT NEWS?
 
GOT PHOTOS?
 

NEWSLETTER VOLUNTEERS?
 
SliPPORTERS (ADS)
 

CALL JERRY WISE
 
480-816-0196
 

Board of Directors Meeting Schedule 
Our meetings are open to the public, so please feel free to join us at the Fountain Hills Community 
Center at 6:30 PM the second Wednesday of each month. 

13 June 2007 

11 July 

8 August 

12 September 

10 October 

Thursday 15 November ( Election) 


